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t’s been ten months since the Special Joint Committee on Child Custody
and Access began hearing testimony in its study of issues related to custody
and access arrangements following separation and divorce. Witnesses from
every possible background came forward to present

% their suggestions on how the Divorce Act should be

‘Norce AC changed. Many told stories from their personal

“a“g'\ng astodY 1aws struggles with a spouse, or their difficulties in court,
- chan es 10 © or how as grandparents they have been denied ac-
e cess to their grandchildren. While the Committee
was not able to travel to every possible commu-
da’s J“‘;:Z: :}:ﬂd custo issuenntil\  nity, asatisfactory amount of testimony was heard.

Now comes the difficult part - putting ten months
sssibiliny of hearings into a Report. On December 10th,
\ others 0% plans 10 f“:y rocomme [ gmoper' thil;he 10ldth®\  the Committee plans to table its Report in the

: cy;ich that ¥ l-sl House of Commons. What happens next de-
therec? dmen ways Y wewil .. .. .
usly 100K ing aMe” or the T " emost, the” pends primarily on Minister of Justice Anne
¢ 0% of\  McLellan who will probably respond to the
a7 p y 1esp
shots,62#%4\  Report in writing in early 1999 icl
15 | port in writing in early (see article

st. . oll 1% ris, a
) ; nte t. as po* . leg 4
: Natlo'na ot the beSt :10 © change tha h am_ComP tion in dlzzﬂ ac fions have on l e )'
n .

omch;dren receive A‘ng ;series ‘_"{ " and shefomit oworkof e\ As Canadians, it is your right, and in fact it
T ons o o e:,s heenbi& "\ g your duty, to put pressure on the Minis-

of f“‘h‘zjou”eshapm cked in 9" a‘;’;gnmistgf ows\ ter to make constructive changes to the
analysts arians av:: access: which so™ sarings thatlsc‘e”;:wysaﬁorﬂ Divorce Act, in both a timely fashion and
y e " df in a manner that truly represents the

views of the majority of Canadians. On
ol e 1 the reverse, I have included. h.ow you
¢ shutt McLellan says S ' gverynee? 1 “W"“‘t,iecﬁ':stmwf““ can directly contact the Minister by

i ) al .
of abts s ol t:z;‘ma : deh; : way of mail or fax.
t "y .
> Dapne't ce this wfa‘?‘er::::ve have to:fca: of fomty {0, but M"Y of 8 Throughout the fall, I have received
\ 1dom 0 king ot ficult cires™ mons o1 D% »\ agreat deal of requests from Cana
0 i 3
V?ay of h ,h .. rgport in € Cd'a. «ghared Parenmgns :
wthefahildren-' Jotable ™ reP ) tothemed jomake ST o qeousat? dians who want a copy of the
3 ing §@ .
of the mitte ec:zlre peen! orce ActP? ammend thatma‘“"gf Committee’s Report. I would be
. Vv A ) U]
Thi:;mendam"s ’ sethe 30" ol likely 7 cialworknE & ’\ more than happy to send you a
[N V! ing. . .
T pected PP coustody I o foderdPTOL o the P complimentary copy. Simply fill
Jtis &XP€ orstone . 1 offen® ork 10 jor nd j’or'm"uy .
theleg®®  nea e com vivsukeb’ 0 out the form on the reverse side,
of b ™ Lans 10T arion Sh mail it to me postage free, and my

office will send it to you as soon as possible.
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The results of the Commiittee Report are not as bold and exciting

as hoped for by Reformers. Once again, the out of touch Liberal

Party approach was resistant to change. Liberal Committee
— Members voted down the stronger proposals that would have more

I'look forward to hearing from you accurately reflected the anguish of the testimony of many cases.

on the issue of child custody and ac- The underwhelming report recommendations will likely be further

cess. | can be resisted in the government’s response to the Report, which has to

contacted at ei- . cor
ther office listed I be delivered within 150 days of the release of the Report.

below, however,
| would encour-
age you to for-
ward any corre-
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this particular

There are vested interests that are happy with the present
imbalances in the practical applications of the family-law system.
Concepts such as “legal equality,” “mutual parental responsibility,”
and a real focus on “children’s needs,” are resisted by those on
the Committee who emphasize “victimology.” Reform fought
subject to my | hard for a stronger result. However, in the end we
Constituency N supported the Reportin principle. The Report will now
Office in New Westminster, B.C. provide a base for further community discussion.
And remember, it's postage free! Please continue to contact me about your views.
In addition, do not give up the full-court
press on the Justice Minister to adopt what G
most Canadians want and deserve—a fair
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